
2026 Nashoba Valley Community Healthcare Fund Grants 
  
The purpose of the GLCF Nashoba Valley Healthcare Fund is to advance the community health of 
residents in the following nine (9) GLCF communities: Ashby, Ayer, Dunstable, Groton, Littleton, 
Pepperell, Shirley, Townsend, and Westford. 
 
Grant awards will be multiple grants of up to $20,000/year (disbursement years: 2026, 2027 and 2028) 
to address systemic health issues in Nashoba Valley. GLCF is especially interested in funding 
proposals that address: 

• barriers to equitable healthcare 
• addiction and recovery support  
• domestic and intimate partner violence  
• food insecurity  
• mental health  
• behavioral health and crisis prevention  
• chronic disease prevention and healthy living  

Collaboration with other organizations is encouraged. Proposals should address efforts to build 
capacity (if applicable) and include a plan for sustainability of service or replacement funding to allow 
continuous service after the grant period. 
 
All proposals will be reviewed and considered for funding based on each proposal’s ability to: 

• Clearly demonstrate the impact of the grant to address a specific community healthcare need 
• Meet well-defined and documented community needs 
• Provide strategic and achievable goals (that can be measured and reported within and/or at the 

conclusion of the grant period 
• Provide a clear project budget (statement of sources and uses of funds) 
• Provide evidence of suitable measurement tools to adequately track outcomes, evaluations of 

change and/or return on investment 

Eligibility 

To be eligible for this grant opportunity, the applicant organization: 

• We welcome first-time applicants 
• Organizations of all sizes serving these communities are encouraged to apply 
• Must provide proof of 501(c)(3) status in their application materials 
• Must detail the community health issue and methodology to address systemic health 

challenge 
• Must serve clients in Ashby, Ayer, Dunstable, Groton, Littleton, Pepperell, Shirley, 

Townsend, and Westford 
• Priority consideration for applicants with demonstrated community trust and engagement 

What We Do Not Fund  

• Funding requests that will not be considered include loans, capital campaigns, attempts to 
influence legislation, and support where the Community Foundations may become the 
predominant long-term source of revenue. 
 

• Proposals for grants that do not directly benefit the geographic service area (Ashby, Ayer, 
Dunstable, Groton, Littleton, Pepperell, Shirley, Townsend, and Westford) of the Fund will 
not be considered. 
 

• Only one submission per applicant will be considered.   



 

PROCESS 

For the Nashoba Valley Community Healthcare Fund Grants, GLCF uses a two-step process 
informed by an equity framework and implemented by NVCHF grant selection committee.  

• Round 1 includes careful review of applications. To maintain consistency and 
objectivity, we use ratings scorecards. A selection of high scoring applications from 
Round 1 will be invited to participate in Round 2.   
 

• Round 2 focuses on ability to address systemic health issues in Nashoba Valley, 
program outcomes, leadership experience and financial strength. Round 2 will be an 
interview format. The finalists will be invited to participate in Presentation Day, 
where they will present their proposal to the NVCHF grant selection committee. 
Details will be sent by June 5 to finalists. Committee funding recommendations will 
be made to and voted on by the GLCF Board of Directors. 

Nashoba Valley Healthcare Grant Cycle Timeline 
• April 16: Cycle Opens 
• May 14: Cycle Closes  
• May 20: Selection Committee Reviewing Begins 
• June 3: Review/Scoring Completed  
• June 4 and 5: Scoring review and scheduling of Presentation Day 
• June 16: Finalist Presentation Day 


